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Exercise 6
oo e

> In the following sentences there
to guess the general meaning of the word.

1.

. That poor horse is lame. Last year he ste

A
/s a word you probably do fot know. Use the context
Write the general meaning In English.

The kettle was always on the stove. Now Polly filled it with water and turned

on the stove. She wanted to make some tea.

What is a “kettle”?

Marjorie liked to knit a lot. She knitted warm wool sweaters for her children.

She knitted socks and hats, too.

What does “knit” mean?

A lot of Greek art shows nude men and women. The Greeks believed that the
human body was beautiful. They wanted to show the human body in their art.

What does “nude” mean?

. That’s not true! You're a liar. You didn’t see a fish in the swimming pool. It’s

not possible! There aren’t any fish in the swimming pool!

What is a “liar”?

. George was standing by the closed door. He was very tired, so he started to

lean against the door. Suddenl :
Lily’s arms. y, the door opened and George almost fell into

What does “lean” mean?

he is better, but he still can’t run. pped in a hole and broke his leg. Now

What is a “lame” horse?

>  Now check the meanings of the words in a dictionary,
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Exercise 7
e

> For each item, guess the general meani,
ng of th
general meaning In English. 4 e word from the context. Write the

1. When the war started, many people left Rwanda. They lived in big refugee

camps in Zaire and Burundi. Life was hard for the refugees in these camps.
What is a “refugee”?

2. I'bought a new stamp for my brother. In his free time, he likes to collect
stamps. He has stamps from all over the world.

What does “collect” mean?

3. Mr. Hudson’s secretary was a very thorough person. He always did his work
carefully, and he never forgot anything.

What is a “thorough” person?

4, Don'’t eat that bread! It’s old and stale. We’ll give it to the birds. Here’s some
fresh bread for our sandwiches.

What is “stale” bread?

5. Timmy’s clothes were full of purple stains. It happened every time he drank
grape juice. Some juice always fell on his shirt and pants.

What is a “stain”?

6. Mrs. Sweeny was ready to retire from her job. She was 65 years old, she was
tired of working, and she wanted to have more time at home.
!

What does "retire” mean?

S  Now check the meanings of the words In a dictionary.
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Exercise 8
xt. Write the
3  For each item, guess the general meaning of the word from the conte.
L
general meaning in Engilish.

i beat
1. George often boasts about how well he can play tennis. He says he can

. : . '
any of us! He thinks he’s the best tennis player in town:

What does “boast” mean?

I sat down on the grass to rest. Then I felt something on my leg. It was a.lillgle
black ant. There were many more of them near my foot. I jumped up quickly.

What is an “ant”?

3. Jimmy’s medicine had a nasty taste. He took it the first time, but he didn’t
want to take it again. His mother had to put some sugar in it.

What is a “nasty” taste?

e

4. You can get to Jarrod’s Island by small boat taxis or by ferry. The ferry can also
i carry cars. In good weather, it takes about half an hour.

r What is a “ferry”?

5. One stormy night a fishing boat crashed into some rocks. All the people on
the boat perished. No one ever found their bodies.

What does “perish” mean?

6. Miriam was enthusiastic about dancing. She loved her da
told everyone she wanted to be 2 dancer.

What does “enthusiastic” mean?

nce classes, and she

> Now check the meanings of the words in a dictionary,

56




Reading Comprehension Skills

Exercise 9
e

»  Foreach item, guess the
general meaning in Englis

L

8eneral meaning of the word from the context. Write the

-

gh. The King was very angry. “Why

dre YOu on vour f 1
¥ eet’” he shouted. “You must get down on your knees before

the King!”

What does “knees” mean?

M i
y mother was an absentminded person. She was always thinking about

something else, so :
Sfiopers Oﬁ ! she often forgot things. One day, she went to work with her

What is an “absentminded” person?

. We brought our boat into the harbor just before the storm started. It was a

small harbor, and it was crowded with other boats. But it was safe from the
strong winds.

What is a “ha_rbor"?'

The exam had a few difficult parts. But on the whole, it was not hard and
almost all the students did well.

What does “on the whole” mean?

The tall woman caught Sally by her arm. Sally tried to get away, but the
woman had a strong grip and held onto her arm.

What does “grip” mean?

Look at all the rust on your bicycle! I think you left it outside in the rain. Now

you should clean and oil it.

What is “fust”?

3  Now check the meanings of the words in a dictionary.
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le passage. Use
to you. Read the who
sl doprbi ol so a dictlonary
:: e ‘:‘:::.!g.xg:: ,:::r:::,:mmg of the words you do not know. Do not u.

e con

and do not ask anyone about the words.,

Ballooning

as a bg . People
The first kind of alr transportation was not a “,km_tj' I : r:;t:s a -%ose t{arly
traveled by balloon 100 years before there were [.)lc'mt(.; 2 efomu% SGF Stk iea e
days of ballooning were exciting, but they were also da ‘gthc Janger did not stop
balloons fell suddenly. Sometimes they burned. However,
. 1 . F H o 2 I' '
the”l‘he first real balloon flight was In France in 1783. Two lrcn;hgc;zgtvlvtim b
Montgolfier brothers, made a balloon. They ﬁllef:{ avery lafgelzﬁpa R Hox St
air. Hot air Is lighter than cold air, so it goes up. The Montgolfiers
went up 1,000 feet in the sky. |
Latgr tinat same year, two other Frenchmen aacgndm‘ln a bas’i(‘:.ti un]c:t:er ath0
balloon. They built a fire under the balloon to make the air hotl. sn N
balloon stay up in the air for a few hours, But their balloon was tied to t e
round. So it could not go anywhere, o
s The first free balloon flight was in December, 1783. The balloon flew for 25

water. They threw out some €quipment and food to make the balloon lighter. The
balloon continyed to fall, so they threw out almost everything in the basket—
€ven some of their clothes, Finally, after aboyt three hours, they landed in
France, cold but safe,

During the nineteenth century, ballooning became a
were balloon races in Europe. Balloons were also used by
air and by armies in wartime. After the airplane was

Popular sport. There
scientists to Study the
l, people lost interest
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A. Now you can check the m
eanings of the und
underlined words are in Column 1. nderlined words in the passage. The

The meanings are in Column 2. Write the letter
of the best meaning after each word. You may look back at the passage. Work with

another student.
Column 1 Column 2
1. transportation a. important
2. balloon_____ b. distance above the earth
3. aircraft £. way of traveling
4. balloonist ___ . a vehicle for traveling by air
5. ascend /e./go down
6. pilot f. person who flies a plane or balloon
7. control g. special things you need to do something
8. altitude 'h. someone who travels in a balloon
9. major A. goup
10. descend _j- make for the first time
11. equipment __ ‘ k. a bag full of air
12. invent 1."make something do what you want it to do

B. Circle the best ending to complete each of the following sentences about the
passage. You may look back at the passage.

1. The first kind of air travel was in 4. One way to control a balloon is to
a. ajet plane. a. use the engine.
b. an aircraft. b. find the right wind direction.
c. a balloon. c. ask the pilot.
d. a ship. d. not change altitude.

2. Many early balloonists lived in 5. People stopped using balloons for
a. England. air travel because
b. the United States. a. balloons are dangerous.
c. Italy. b. balloons are not comfortable.
d. France. c. it is not fun

3. The balloon rises if the air inside gets d. planes are easier to control.
a. colder.
b. hotter.
C. out.
d. descended.
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Reading Comprehension Skills

derlined words
Read the whole passage. Use the context to guess the meanfﬂg' Z;;’J? ;;:e words.
you do not know. Do not use a dictionary and do not ask anyon

The Story of Photography

In 1826, a Frenchman named Niepce needed pictures for his bu§n}ess. B}lt dhe
was not a good artist. So he invented a very simple camera. He put it in ﬁ window
of his house and took a picture of his yard. That was the first photograph.

The next important date in the history of photograpl_ly was 1837. That year,
Daguerre, another Frenchman, took a picture of his studio. He used a new kind of
camera and a different process. In his pictures, you could see everything clearly,
even the smallest details. This kind of photograph was called a daguerreotype.

Soon, other people began to use Daguerre’s process. Travelers brought back
daguerreotypes from all around the world. People photographed famous
buildings, cities, and mountains.

In about 1840, the process was improved. Then photographers could take
pictures of people and moving things. The process was not simple. The
photographers had to carry lots of film and processing equipment. But this
did not stop the photographers, especially in the United States. After 1840,
daguerreotype artists were popular in most cities.

Matthew Brady was one well-known American photographer. He took many
portraits of famous people. The portraits were unusual because they were lifelike
and full of personality. Brady was also the first person to take pictures of a war.
His 1862 Civil War pictures showed dead soldiers and ruined cities. T hey made
the war seem more real and more terrible.

In the 1880s, new.inventions began to change photography. Photographers

- could buy film ready-made in rolls. So they did not have to make the film

25

30

35

60

themselves. Also, they did not have to process the film immediately. They could
bring it back to their studios and develop it later. They did not have to carry lots
of equipment. And finally, the invention of the small handheld camera made
photography less expensive.

With.-the-small camera, anyone could be a photographer. People began to use
cameras just for fun. They took pictures of their families, friends, and favorite
places. They called these pictures “snapshots.”

Documentary photographs became popular in newspapers in the 1890s. Soon
magazines and books also used them. These pictures showed true events and
people. They were much more real than drawings.

Some people also began to think of photography as a form of art. They

thought that photography could do more than show the real wo
: rld. It
show ideas and feelings, like other art forms. could also




Reading Comprehension Skills
&

> AT
he underlined words from the Passage are in Column 1. The meanings are In

Column 2, Write the lett
. er of the best meaning after each word. You m
at the passage. Work with another student. o ook back

. Column 1 Column 2

1. studio a. a way of doing something
2. process b. what makes people who they are
3. details _____ . ¢. completely fallen down, useless
4. improve _d. showing how things really are
5. portraits e. kind or type
6. personality /f/.'-.a place for artists and photographers to work
7. ruined g. change film into photographs
8. immediately h. make better
9. develop i. small, important parts

10. documentary ___ j. pictures of people

11. form 5‘ without waiting, right away

2 B. Circle the best ending to complete each of the following sentences about the
passage. You may look back at the passage.

1. The first photograph was taken with 4. The new inventions in

a. a small handheld camera. photography made it possible for
b. a daguerreotype. a. Brady to take pictures of the
c. a very simple camera. Civil War.
d. new film. b. anyone to be a photographer.
i ¢. only rich people to take
2. The story of photography pictures.

a. began in the sixteenth century.

b. began in France. d. people to use daguerreotypes.

c. is unknown. 5. Photography can al_so be an art
d. began in the United States. form, because photographers can
th
3. Matthew Brady was well known for a ::1; £‘f;ﬁ’(ciographs boishiow the
a. inventing daguerreotypes. e b. make documentaries.
b. taking pictures of French cities. c. show ideas and feelings in
c. portraits and war photographs. photographs.

d. the small handheld camera. d. copy old pictures.
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Using pronouns and synonyms

times. That would be boring for the
ords that mean tigé same thing, like pronouns

or synonyms. These small words hﬂp tie ideas together when you read.

Writers do not use the same word many
reader. So writers often use other w

Pronouns

Sometimes pronouns are used instead of nouns. They are small word:, b}tllttthsz
are very important when you are reading. You will understand more of what y

read if you pay attention to pronouns.

Some pronouns
I we you he she it they
him her them that this these those

In the following examples, the pronouns are underlined:

EXAMPLE A ,

Mary Simms lives in New York City. She has an apartment near Central Park.
Mary jogs in the park. She thinks that jogging is good for her. So she jogs three
times a week,

All the underlined pronouns take the place of the noun “Mary Simms.” The
noun “Mary Simms” is called the referent, because the pronouns refer back to it.
N
EXAMPLE B
Jogging is good for your health for a few reasons, It is especially good for your
heart. If you do it a few days a week, your heart will be stronger. It is also good for
your legs. And many people believe it is good for your mind.

All of the underlined pronouns take the place of the noun “jogging.”
. ] ing.
“Jogging” is the referent. osETng

EXAMPLE ¢

Swimming and bicycling are also popular s i
ports. People like them because
they are easy to do. Yet these are sports which help people make their hearts and

lungs stronger. They are also good becay
y se they are n
can enjoy them with friends, ot dangerous, and people

All of the underlined pronouns take the place of the

icveling ” “Surirmn s hrase “swimmi
bicycling.” “Swimming and bicycling” is the referent, p swimming and




Exercise 12

b o

Reading Comprehension Skills

In each of the following sentences, the pronoun Is underlined. Circle the referent.

1. Running is not a new sport. People were doing it hundreds of years ago.

2. Runners know that a good diet is important. They eat healthy foods, especially
before a race.

3. During a race, people along the road give water to the runners. This helps keep
the runners from becoming too thirsty.

4. In Kenya and other parts of Africa, running is part of everyday life. It is a usual
way for people to travel.

5. Many Africans are good runners. They often win marathons and races in the
Olympics.

6. In some races, the winners get large amounts of money. That is a good reason
to try to win.
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Exercise 13
eir referents

I In this passage, the pronouns are underiined. Write the pronouns and th

on the lines below.

The Boston Marathon

e go to Boston. They go

Every year, in the middle of April, thousands of people go
d races.in the United

i

to run the Boston Marathon. This is one of the oldest roa

States. It began in 1897. D
Each year, more runners join the Boston Marathon. They come from every

s part of the world. In 1996, 38,708 runners from almost every country in the
world ran in the Marathon. About 35,810 of them finished it.
~Fhe Boston race is 26.2 miles, or 42 kilometers. It starts in Hopkinton,
Massachusetts, and ends in the center of Boston. The runners go through 13
more towns during the race. Crowds, of people watch thém as t_l?ey go through
10 the towns. The people cheer for them and hand them water.

% Pronouns Referents
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