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Strategy 1: How Does it All Fit Together?

Another way to look at Selma: The Bridge to the Ballot is to consider the themes or “enduring un-
derstandings” that underpin the film. Learn about the people, places and events in the film using
the synopsis and timeline in Part One of the guide, and then use the questions below each enduring
understanding to prepare for a discussion.

 ENDURING

Nonviolent tactics are significant to the success of social movements.

*  What are some examples of nonviolent strategies employed during the
voting rights movement?

e What political arguments support a nonviolent strategy?

*  What philosophical arguments support a nonviolent strategy?

*  What are some of the challenges to and arguments against nonviolence?

* How might the voting rights movement have been different if nonviolence
had not been a primary tactic?

What do | know about this What do | want to learn What did | learn about this

statement before viewing? about this statement statement from viewing the film?
from the film? (Record specific evidence from
the film.)

What do | still want to know?
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ENDURING Unoséasm&bmg 2

Location is significant to the success of social movements.

« What were some differences in Selma between life for African Americans
and life for whites?
e  What local and state events and conditions led to protests in Selma?
e  What was happening in the South and throughout the country leading
up to the protests in Selma? _
e  Why might some say Selma was the perfect place for a voting rights showdown?
« Describe how the events in and around Selma led to the passage of the

Voting Rights Act of 1965.
What do | know about this What do | want to learn What did I learn about this
statement before viewing? about this statement statement from viewing the film?
from the film? (Record specific evidence from
the film.)

What do | still want to know?
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 ENDURING UNDERSTA!

Youth participation is significant to the success of social movements.

« Inwhatways did young people participate in the voting rights movement?

« Why did young people participate in the voting rights movement?

»  Whatrisks did young people take in participating in the voting rights movement?
What support did they have?

e Why were adults so hesitant to participate in the voting rights movement? How did
youths influence the beliefs and behaviors of adults in Selma?

«  What is an issue today that you would march for?

What do | know about this What do | want to learn What did I learn about this

statement before viewing? about this statement statement from viewing the film?
from the film? (Record specific evidence from
the film.)

What do | still want to know?
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«  Whatleaders and groups posed 0

ENDURING UNDERSTANDING 4 |

Youth participation is signifcant to the success of social movements.

« What leaders and groups were involved in the voting rights movement in Selma?

e  What methods did these leaders and groups use to organize people in Selma?
bstacles to the voting rights movement?

e What methods did opposition groups use to prevent African Americans from voting?
o  What tactics did civil rights activists use to resist the opposition?
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What do | know about this
statement before viewing?

What do | want to learn
about this statement
from the film?

What did | learn about this
statement from viewing the film?
(Record specific evidence from
the film.)

What do | still want to know?
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Voting is fundamental to democracy.

« Who had the legal right to vote in 1965? Who was able to exercise that right?
« How were most African Americans in Selma prevented from voting until 19657
» Why were black citizens throughout the South ready to risk their lives to secure
their right to vote?
s Inyour view, what does it mean to be an active and engaged citizen?
What does it ook like?
»  Why do people choose to vote or not to vote?

What do | know about this What do | want to learn What did | learn about this

statement before viewing? about this statement statement from viewing the film?
from the film? (Record specific evidence from
' the film.)

What do | still want to know?
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